
 

 

 

 

Academy Art Museum Announces “More Clay: The Power of Repetition” 

Opening Reception: Thursday, Sept. 4, 2025 from 5 to 7 p.m. 

Easton, MD — August 4, 2025 – The Academy Art Museum is pleased to announce the opening of 
“More Clay: The Power of Repetition,” a groundbreaking exhibition of ceramic sculpture guest 
curated by Rebecca Cross. Opening September 4, 2025, and on view through February 2026, the 
exhibition features seven acclaimed artists—Zimra Beiner, Bean Finneran, David Hicks, Walter 
McConnell, J.J. McCracken, Kate Roberts, and Vanessa Ryerse—whose works explore repetition, 
abundance, and transformation through clay. 

Blurring the lines between craft and fine art, these artists transcend clay’s traditional functionality 
to create works that are monumental in scale, ambitious in concept, and captivating in execution. 
Through innovative construction, repetition, and assemblage, they magnify their messages and 
challenge viewers to reconsider the potential of this humble, sustainable material. 

Originally organized in 2022 by The American University Art Museum at the Katzen Center, the 
exhibition has been reimagined for the Academy’s Calvert and Spitaleri Galleries. In its Easton 
iteration, More Clay includes a special community collaboration led by the Museum’s ceramics 
instructor Loretta Lowman. This local addition, an homage to renowned British ceramic artist 
Edmund de Waal, celebrates the tradition of making and the communal nature of clay. 

The exhibition will be accompanied by a fully illustrated catalog featuring an essay by esteemed 
art critic Janet Koplos. Public programs, including curator and artist talks, will be offered from 
October 2025 through January 2026. 

From Chinese export-ware mosaics to stupa-like monuments and haunting gates, the artists in 
More Clay explore themes of labor, nature, consumerism, and time. Their shared ethos of building 
with abundance—rather than restraint—results in intricate, meditative works that invite reflection 
on our personal and collective obsessions. 



In a world driven by efficiency and speed, More Clay is a powerful reminder of the beauty in 
devotion, process, and deliberate creation. These works, shaped by hand and hardened by fire, 
reflect the spiritual and human potential of repetition, and offer a rare moment of reverence in a 
world often in motion. 

The opening reception for More Clay – The Power of Repetition will be held on Thursday, 
Sept. 4 from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Academy Art Museum. The reception is free and open to the 
public, and admission to the Museum is free every day. 

For more information, visit: https://academyartmuseum.org/more-clay-the-power-of-repetition 

### 

Editor’s Note: An exhibition image is embedded in this release. A high-res version is available 
upon request. Caption info is as follows:  

Bean Finneran, “Orange Circle,” 2022.Detail. 14,000 painted and glazed ceramic 11” curves  

About the Academy Art Museum 

Founded in 1958, the Academy Art Museum is the Eastern Shore’s leading cultural institution, 
accredited by the American Alliance of Museums. It combines the dynamism of an ambitious 
contemporary art museum with the intimacy of a community space. With five working studios, a 
24,000 sq. ft. facility, and innovative programs including a robust artist-in-residence initiative and 
major commissions for its soaring atrium, the Museum is a destination for artists, scholars, 
collectors, and families alike. 

Press Contact: Janelle Burchfield | communications@academyartmuseum.org | 757.439.0139 
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