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Academy Art Museum's 16th Annual Juneteenth Celebration
Brings Community Together in Honor of Easton's Hill Community

EASTON, MD — June 29, 2026 — On a beautiful Saturday afternoon, the Academy Art Museum welcomed
the community for its 16th annual Juneteenth Celebration — a free, all-ages gathering that filled the
Museum's galleries, courtyard, atrium, and lawn with music, art, storytelling, and the kind of energy that's
hard to put into words but impossible to miss.

This year's celebration centered on Easton's historic Hill Community — one of the oldest free African
American neighborhoods in the United States — and the day unfolded as both a tribute to that legacy and a
living expression of it.

The weekend began on Friday, June 19, at Asbury United Methodist Church, with three free screenings of
Bear Me Into Freedom: Frederick Douglass and the Struggle for America's Promise, created by Jeff
McGuiness, in partnership with Frederick Douglass Honor Society — a fitting opening note for a weekend
rooted in history, memory, and what freedom has meant across generations. created by Jeff McGuiness, in
partnership with Frederick Douglas honors society

Saturday's programming stretched across every corner of the Museum and its surrounding grounds. On
South Street, DJ E-Shore set the tone early, drawing neighbors and visitors into the atmosphere before live
performances took over inside — including gospel from Trae Anthony Ministries, a set from the Bethel
A.M.E. Church Choir, and solo performances by musicians Chenere Ramsey and Ayla Dennis. By all
accounts, the music was unlike anything the Museum had hosted before.

On the Community Green, more than a dozen partner organizations set up resource tables and vendor
booths, creating a gathering space that felt as much like a neighborhood block party as a cultural event.
The Chesapeake Heartland: an African American Humanities Project was on hand with oral histories and
artifacts, and the Talbot Historical Society offered a self-guided scavenger hunt that sent visitors exploring
and making discoveries at their own pace. Families found their way through the Juneteenth Bingo
challenge, connecting experiences across the day and making new ones along the way.

Inside the Museum, the Performing Arts Room hosted the Shore Lit Teen Writing Showcase — a moment
that drew particular attention as young voices from across the region shared their work. In the Atrium, a



special installation featured artifacts recently uncovered from the future site of the Freeman Annex &
Hormel Research Center, a new facility rooted in Hill Community history. The Chesapeake Bay Maritime
Museum also brought an audio version of their closed-loop Al Frederick Douglass experience from the Bear
Me Into Freedom exhibition, offering visitors a striking and thought-provoking encounter with history.

The Calvert and Spitaleri Galleries featured The New Colossus, the Museum's 2026 Teen Council Exhibition
— work that invited visitors to sit with questions about the America young people are inheriting, and the
future they are determined to shape.

The day's capstone was a keynote lecture and exhibition by Maryland-based artist Tawny Chatmon, whose
richly layered portraits — celebrating Black life, beauty, and history through photography, painting, collage,
and hand-embellishment — drew a standing-room audience. The exhibition, drawn from a private collection
of the Chatmon family and collectors Richard Marks and Amy Haines, remains on view through July 3.

Anchoring the day - an in-progress community mural begins to take shape by Artist-in-Residence Esteban
del Valle in collaboration with students from Talbot Mentors and the Academy's Painting Internship
Program. The mural tells the story of Grace Brooks — known to many as "Amazing Grace" — a midwife who
lived just blocks from the Museum, purchased freedom for herself and members of her family, and left
property to future generations. Esteban wove language from her 1810 obituary, published in the Republican
Star, alongside portraits of the young people of today who carry that legacy forward. The hope is that it will
eventually be installed on the back of the Museum — facing the Hill Community that inspired it.

The celebration was presented in partnership with Building African American Minds, the Frederick Douglass
Honor Society, and the Talbot County Free Library — with additional participation from more than two
dozen community organizations and vendors, including Polaris Village Academy, Adkins Arboretum,
Kennard African American Cultural Heritage Center, the Chesapeake Multicultural Resource Center,
MidShore Early Learning Center, Water's Edge Museum, and many others.

The Academy Art Museum extends its deep gratitude to every partner, volunteer, performer, vendor, and
visitor who helped make this day what it was. Photos, reflections, and a follow-up survey will be shared in
the weeks ahead.

###

About the Academy Art Museum

Founded in 1958, the Academy Art Museum is the Eastern Shore’s leading cultural institution, accredited by
the American Alliance of Museums. It combines the dynamism of an ambitious contemporary art museum
with the intimacy of a community space. With five working studios, a 24,000 sq. ft. facility, and innovative
programs including a robust artist-in-residence initiative and major commissions for its soaring atrium, the
Museum is a destination for artists, scholars, collectors, and families alike. For more information, visit
academyartmuseum.org.
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